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Who  loves  his  country  will  not  rest 

Content  with  vow  and  pledge  alone, 

But  flies  her  banner  in  his  breast 

And  counts  her  destiny  his  own; 

Not  only  when  the  bugle  plays 

Stands  forth  to  give  his  life  for  her , 

But  on  the  field  of  common  days 

Is  strong  to  live  his  life  for  her. 

He  is  not  satisfied  to  claim 

¥ 

As  heritage ,  her  power  and  fame , 
But  striving ,  gains  the  right  to  wear 
The  shining  honor  of  her  name. 

• — Nancy  Byrd  Turner. 


ASSOCIATION  OF  COMMERCE 

DECATUR  -  ILLINOIS 


Qolt5  U/otth  Million 

The  worth  of  any  organization  is  measured  by  the  service  which 
it  renders  to  the  community.  Important  features  of  the  services  of 
the  Association  of  Commerce  for  the  benefit  of  Decatur  are  described 
in  the  following  pages.  Not  all  of  these  services  can  be  measured 
in  dollars,  but  a  million  dollars  is  a  conservative  estimate  of  the 
value  of  our  activities. 

The  Association  of  Commerce  in  1936  was  concerned  with  many 
services — jobs  which  had  to  be  done  to  promote  the  progress  and 
prosperity  of  Decatur.  Private  business  as  well  as  governmental  en¬ 
terprises  are  not  set  up  to  look  after  these,  but  they  look  to  the 
Association  to  bring  about  their  accomplishment  because  it  is  or¬ 
ganized  to  promote  and  to  act  as  a  clearing  house  for  ideas,  sugges¬ 
tions  and  recommendations  for  the  advancement  of  the  community’s 

industrial,  commercial  and  civic  welfare. 

In  recalling  some  of  these  “jobs”  we  remember  that 
many  willing  hands  played  a  part  in  whatever  was  accom¬ 
plished.  While  the  Association  makes  the  report  of  their 
accomplishment,  it  acknowledges  at  the  same  time  the  gen¬ 
erous  helpfulness  of  public  officials — city,  township,  county, 
state,  and  Federal — the  newspapers  and  many  private  indi¬ 
viduals,  all  of  whom  joined  their  hands  for  community 
advancement.  This  is  community  service . 

The  work  of  the  Association  of  Commerce  is  necessarily  con¬ 
tinuous.  The  past  year  saw  many  definite  accomplishments  for  the 
good  of  the  entire  community.  The  Association  of  Commerce  is 
proud  of  its  34-year  service  record.  The  last  7  years  of  that  period 
have  been  the  most  trying  in  the  country’s  history.  Substantial 
development  has  come  to  the  community  during  that  period  because 
the  Association  enlisted  the  aid  of  officials  and  citizens  generally  in 

the  community  advancement  program.  It  begins  1937  with  a  definite 
program,  yet  one  that  is  flexible  enough  to  meet  conditions  as  they 
arise. 

Toward  the  future  the  Association  looks  with  confidence  in  its 
ability  to  continue  and  improve  its  service  to  Decatur  and  the  sur¬ 
rounding  community. 
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*  1936  PERFORMANCE 

Members  of  the  Association  of  Commerce,  individually,  and 
through  their  cooperation  with  the  promotional  program  of  this 
organization,  have  played  an  important  part  and  shared  in  the 
benefits  of  national  and  local  recovery  efforts,  the  results  of  which 
are  noted  in  the  following  report  for  Decatur: 

Seventy-two  establishments  report  9,810  employees  in  December, 
1936.  In  March,  1933  they  employed  7,722,  a  gain  of  2,088  workers. 
In  December  1935  they  employed  8,324. 

Workers  in  20  industries  worked  3,493,285  more  hours  in  1936, 
than  they  did  in  1932,  the  last  full  year  before  the  recovery  period; 
and  1,478,899  more  hours  than  in  1933. 

Industrial  power  used  in  1936  totaled  20,661,405  KWH;  in  1933, 
the  total  was  9,159,070  KWH. 
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In  1933,  customers  of  Decatur  banks  wrote  checks  for  .$111,404,- 
000.  In  1936  their  checks  totaled  $186,073,000. 

P  p  0  _ 

Building  permits  in  1936  called  for  $872,989  worth  of  construc¬ 
tion;  in  1933,  $157,605. 


Deposits  in  Decatur  banks  on  December  31,  1933  totaled  $12,- 
101,000.  Three  years  later  they  totaled  $20,492,000.  Loans  and  dis¬ 
counts  were  $4,327,000  in  1933;  $5,494,000  in  1936. 


Water  consumption  in  1933  was  1,825,500,000  gallons;  in  1936, 
2,428,270,000  gallons. 

In  1936  there  were  995  marriage  licenses;  in  1933,  the  total 
was  678. 

Postal  receipts  in  1936  were  $51,594  over  the  total  of  $343,208 
in  1933. 

Increased  activity  in  stores  and  factories  is  seen  in  3,277,104  bus 
and  street  car  passengers  in  1936,  a  gain  of  1,578,312  over  1933. 


*  1937  PROGRAM 

In  cooperation  with  public  officials  and  others,  through  con¬ 
ferences,  committee  work,  research  work,  and  careful  planning, — 
make  Decatur  a  better  city  in  which  to  live  and  in  which  to  do 
business. 

FORWARD  DECATUR! 
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*  1936  PERFORMANCE 

New  Business .  Cooperated  actively  with  three  new  concerns 
which  have  approximately  800  on  their  payrolls:  Oakes  Products 
Corporation,  Illinois  Malleable  Iron  Company,  and  General  Motors 
Acceptance  Corporation.  Local  capital  started  and  has  made  fine 
progress  with  the  Universal  Manufacturing  Company. 

Expansions.  Expressed  congratulations  on  number  of  building 
and  employment  additions  made  by  substantial  number  of  established 
industries. 

Foreign  Trade.  Called  meeting  of  interested  concerns  and  in 
other  ways  serviced  industries  engaged  in  foreign  trade. 

Information  Meetings.  Brought  representatives  of  industrial 
concerns  together  to  hear  of  developments  in  connection  with  such 
new  laws  as  those  governing  occupational  diseases  and  provisions 
for  health,  safety  and  comfort. 

Adequate  Water  Service.  Enlisted  active  interest  of  city  council 
in  extension  of  larger  water  main  to  northeast  industrial  district  for 
protection  of  jobs  and  property. 

Federal  Offices.  Welcomed  addition  of  Treasury  Department 
district  office  which  followed  District  WPA  offices.  Continued  interest 
in  proposal  to  use  old  post  office  building  for  Federal  offices. 

Prospects.  Developed  and  worked  with  number  of  prospects, 
presenting  facts  about  Decatur  and  its  advantages  to  them. 

Housing.  Made  survey  of  housing  situation  and  cooperated  with 
realtors  in  finding  homes  for  newcomers. 

*  1937  PROGRAM 

Cooperation  with  public  agencies  and  business  interests  in  suita¬ 
ble  measures  to  increase  employment  in  private  industry. 

Promote  wider  recognition  of  the  importance  of  Decatur’s  in¬ 
dustries  to  this  entire  community. 

Expand  services  to  existing  industries  to  encourage  their  growth 
in  Decatur. 

Enlist  active  interest  of  citizens  in  efforts  to  gain  new  industries 
and  new  offices  for  Decatur. 

Develop  program  of  vocational  education. 
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*  1936  PERFORMANCE 

Sales  Promotions.  Retail  sales  gained  steadily  throughout  the 
year  with  good  results  from  Dollar  Days  and  other  promotions.  New 
territory  was  added  to  our  regular  retail  area.  With  rural  income 
higher,  retailers  felt  the  benefit  of  the  road  system  promoted  by 
the  Association  in  past  years. 

Queens  Soya.  Enthusiastic  reception  was  given  the  2nd  Queens 
Soya  Contest  with  considerable  stimulus  to  trade. 

Christmas.  New  ideas  in  Christmas  activities  proved  particularly 
successful  with  the  Christmas  Village  in  Central  Park  making  a  good 
impression  all  over  central  Illinois. 

*  1937  PROGRAM 

Complete  program  not  yet  developed  but  will  call  for  forward- 
looking  activities. 

Salesmen  and  salesmanagers  will  be  brought  together  for  dis¬ 
cussions  of  mutual  interest  to  retail,  wholesale  and  manufacturing 
interests  and  their  employees  together  with  the  entire  community. 

( Community  Plan 

*  1936  PERFORMANCE 

Revised  City-County  Plan.  Outstanding  because  of  the  coopera¬ 
tion  of  interested  taxing  bodies  determined  to  protect  property  and 
to  plan  for  the  future  development  of  the  city  and  county,  is  the 
contract  entered  into  at  the  close  of  the  year  for  this  plan.  The 
Association  urged  this  cooperation  and  expresses  its  appreciation 
of  the  fine  attitude  of  the  officials  in  providing  the  plan. 

*  1937  PROGRAM 

Sustain  interest  in  proposed  plan,  working  with  committees  and 
serving  them  wherever  possible  with  secretarial  help  in  the  promo¬ 
tion  of  the  plan. 

Encourage  citizens  from  every  section  and  every  walk  of  life 
to  give  suggestions  to  engineers  and  committees  to  be  named  for  the 
study  of  the  various  topics  covered  in  the  extensive  outline. 


5 


Public  U/otlc5 

*  1936  PERFORMANCE 

Completion  of  Belt  Line.  The  13-mile  belt  line  around  Decatur 
will  be  completed  in  the  spring  when  the  last  two-mile  section,  now 
under  construction,  will  be  finished  at  a  cost  of  almost  $200,000. 
The  Association’s  recommendation,  that  this  section  south  of  Cant¬ 
rell  Street  be  paved  40  feet  wide  because  it  will  be  heavily  traveled 
as  a  part  of  the  lake  shore  drive,  was  adopted.  Last  summer  saw  the 
completion  of  the  mile  section  between  U.  S.  51  and  State  48. 

Subways.  Financing  plan  calling  for  participation  of  township 
highway  commissioner,  and  a  larger  share  of  total  cost  by  public 
agencies,  urged  by  Association  several  years  ago  in  connection  with 
North  Main  subway,  was  carried  out  on  Condit,  West  Main  and  Oak¬ 
land  Avenue  projects,  bringing  to  four,  the  number  of  subways  so 
financed.  South  Main  and  Fairview  Avenue  subways  were  built 
largely  at  state  expense. 

Other  Projects.  Conferred  with  state  and  local  highway  officials 
on  future  highway  improvement  program,  including  widening  of 
belt,  additional  subways,  such  as  West  Wood,  and  other  refinements. 
Encouraged  expansion  of  secondary  road  program  under  auspices 
of  county  and  township  officials. 

Relief  Work  Program.  Brought  officials  together  to  plan  pro¬ 
jects  to  keep  our  quota  of  WPA  workers  engaged  on  useful  projects 
which  increased  their  income,  gave  community  worthwhile  work, 
and  saved  real  estate  taxpayers  the  burden  of  their  relief. 

Lincoln  Memorial  Parkway.  Suggestion  by  state  park  officials 
for  start  on  this  project  was  followed  through  by  the  Association 
to  its  adoption  by  the  board  of  supervisors. 

*  1937  PROGRAM 

Additional  efforts  in  behalf  of  a  work  relief  and  public  works 
program  involving  roads  and  other  needed  improvements,  including 
relief  sewer,  which  can  be  developed  at  low  cost  to  taxpayers. 

Continue  efforts  to  bring  about  lighting  of  belt  line. 

Urge  beautification  of  belt  line  and  other  state  and  Federal 
highways. 

Maintain  interest  in  development  of  Memorial  Parkway  as 
pleasure  drive  and  distinctive  feature  of  this  community. 
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I  axation- /legislation 

*  1936  PERFORMANCE 

Local  Government  Survey.  This  survey  of  the  large  number  of 
taxing  units  outside  of  the  city  was  an  outstanding  development  of 
1936  tax  program  and  emphasized  the  need  of  increasing  attention 
to  the  growing  number  of  taxing  units.  Hicks  report  was  printed  and 
received  wide  distribution  among  taxpayers  of  county  and  elsewhere. 
Also  used  in  educational  institutions. 

Limited  Relief  Tax  Levy.  Urged  and  saw  adoption  of  limited 
relief  tax  levy  by  townships  after  years  of  struggle  to  keep  the  un¬ 
limited  levy  within  reason  and  adequate  for  needs. 

Sales  or  Occupational  Tax.  Retailers  joined  others  in  state  in 
campaign  to  get  all  subject  to  tax  to  pay  it  and  to  combat  suggestions 
for  increasing  rate.  Need  of  tax  for  relief  and  other  purposes  and 
to  relieve  real  estate  was  again  recognized  in  the  absence  of  authority 
for  other  methods  to  spread  the  base  of  taxation. 

On  “ W atchtower .”  As  in  other  matters,  the  Association  repre¬ 
sentatives  watched  legislative  proposals  of  interest  to  its  members, 
and  gave  the  sentiment  of  membership  to  legislative  representatives 
in  Washington  and  Springfield. 

*  1937  PROGRAM 

Follow-up  on  Hicks  survey  of  governmental  units. 

Bring  studies  of  local  taxing  bodies  to  date. 

Give  legislators  opinion  of  Decatur  business  on  effect  of  legis¬ 
lative  proposals. 

Study  financial  and  other  problems  of  local  government  in  light 
of  increasing  demands  for  services. 

& immunity  bookkeeping 

*  1936  PERFORMANCE 

Compiling  Statistics.  Association  expanded  its  program  for  keep¬ 
ing  records  of  facts  about  Decatur  for  information  of  members,  in¬ 
dustrial  prospects,  and  others.  Millikin  University  is  cooperating  in 
this  effort. 
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Community’s  Credit  Rating.  Facts  on  employment  and  business 
conditions  have  been  furnished  to  Post  Office  Department,  Federal 
Housing  Administration,  lending  agencies  and  others.  They  have 
been  useful  to  many  in  determining  policies  toward  their  operations 
in  Decatur. 

Monthly  Business  Review.  For  the  information  of  members  and 
public  the  following  year-end  report  is  one  of  the  monthly  statements 
prepared  by  the  department  of  economics  and  business  administra¬ 
tion  of  Millikin  University  and  the  Association: 


Year 

Year 

Per  Cent 

1936 

1935 

Change 

Debits  to  Individual  Accounts  (thousands) 

$  196,073 

$  154,808 

26.66 

Postal  Receipts 

$  394,802 

$  369,735 

6.78 

Industrial  Power  Consumption  (KWH) 

20,661,405 

13,057,590 

58.23 

Industrial  Gas  Consumption  (MCF) 

246,960 

63,846 

286-81 

Water  Consumption  (Millions  of  Gallons) 

2,428 

2,156 

12.62 

Street  Car  and  Bus  Passengers 

3,277,104 

1,513,846 

116.47 

Marriage  Licenses 

995 

815 

22.09 

Building  Permits — 

Number — All  Classes 

249 

268 

—7.09 

Amount — All  Classes 

872,989 

588,102 

48.44 

Real  Estate  Transfers 

1,201 

1,208 

—.58 

Hours  of  Work  in  Twenty  Industries 

10,883,986 

8,227,023 

32.29 

(zon  ven  tlon.5  -  ftu.lt Ilcl tu 

*  1936  PERFORMANCE 

Dollars  Circulating.  Well  over  $100,000  in  new  money  was  put 
in  circulation  in  Decatur  business  by  visitors  to  the  14  conventions 
entertained  in  1936. 

District  Meetings.  Encouragement  given  to  all  organizations  to 
bring  their  meetings  to  Decatur  resulted  in  numerous  smaller  gath¬ 
erings  all  of  which  brought  their  share  of  new  business. 

Booklets.  Printed  publications  and  other  forms  of  publicity 
were  distributed  to  visitors  in  connection  with  invitations  to  Decatur 
or  in  response  to  their  request  for  same. 

Class  Parties.  High  schools  of  this  section  found  useful  the 
Association’s  service  in  arranging  for  class  parties. 

Visitors.  All  visitors  were  warmly  welcomed  and  offered  the 
assistance  of  the  staff  in  a  wide  variety  of  ways,  including  early  plan¬ 
ning  of  conventions  and  later  registration  of  guests.  They  were  furn¬ 
ished  information  on  the  city,  and  told  where  to  go  and  what  to  see. 
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*  1936  PERFORMANCE 

Lake  Decatur  Survey.  Ever  since  the  development  of  the  lake, 
we  have  heard  of  silting.  We  arranged  for  a  detailed  survey  by 
Government  experts.  They  report  that  we  have  lost  14.23  per  cent  or 
almost  a  billion  gallons  of  the  capacity,  and  unless  checked,  silt  will 
continue  to  displace  water  at  the  rate  of  one  per  cent  a  year. 

Checking  Bank  Erosion.  Even  before  experts  came,  we  arranged 
for  planting  of  thousands  of  trees  and  shrubs  along  Lake  Decatur 
by  Civilian  Conservation  Corps  Camp  Macon. 

Keeping  CCC  Camps.  When  the  loss  of  Decatur’s  two  camps 
was  threatened.  Association  organized  community  to  urge  their  con¬ 
tinuance.  These  camps  not  only  perform  great  service  to  the  boys, 
but  the  boys,  under  competent  direction,  are  doing  important  work 
in  our  parks  and  conserving  the  farm  land  of  this  area. 

★  1937  PROGRAM 

Organize  campaign  for  further  conservation  work  in  the  Sanga¬ 
mon  watershed  for  the  conservation  of  Lake  Decatur. 

Expand  interest  in  CCC  camps  and  their  program  in  behalf  of 
boys  and  community. 

Encourage  further  expansion  of  CCC  work  programs  on  farms 
and  in  parks. 


Ota animation  ^etvlce 


*  1936  PERFORMANCE 


Fourth  of  July  Celebration.  At  the  suggestion  of  American 
Legion  we  called  together  various  organization  leaders  and,  under 
their  direction,  gave  every  assistance  to  staging  an  event  that  brought 
thousands  to  Nelson  Park. 


Relief  Conferences.  Brought  official  groups  together  for  dis¬ 
cussion  of  relief  needs  and  measures  to  meet  them. 

Solicitations.  Continued  service  investigating  schemes  and  ap¬ 
peals  presented  to  business  men  for  their  financial  support.  Sub¬ 
stantial  savings  resulted. 
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As  Civic  Center.  The  Association  held  or  arranged  for  330  meet¬ 
ings  in  its  rooms  and  in  other  parts  of  the  Decatur  Club  Building. 
Outside  of  the  Association’s  own  groups,  the  following  used  our  con¬ 
ference  room:  credit  unions,  coal  dealers,  D.  A.  R.,  Sportsmen’s  Club, 
personnel  men,  drug  club,  group  hospitalization,  master  plumbers, 
Community  Recreation,  Illinois  Farmers’  Institute,  grain  dealers,  Red 
Cross,  Insurance  men,  and  Federal  Housing  Administration. 

Junior  A.  of  C.  Furnished  secretarial  service  to  this  organization 
of  young  members  in  promotion  of  program  that  included  successful 
air  and  indoor  shows,  playground  lighting,  lake  carnival,  wildlife 
conservation,  underprivileged  boys,  Millikin  cooperation,  Community 
Recreation,  and  Christmas  lighting. 

Information.  To  inquirers  desiring  to  do  business  with  Decatur 
firms,  we  sent  requested  information.  Daily  there  are  many  calls 
by  telephone,  telegraph,  and  mail  for  facts  about  Decatur. 

£titl  Atote 

Future  of  Airport.  When  the  closing  of  the  private  airport  was 
threatened,  the  Association  found  the  city  council  willing  to  help 
keep  it  open  until  spring.  Also  arranged  conference  with  Federal 
and  State  officials  on  how  community  might  provide  right  of  way 
for  airplanes  just  as  it  did  for  railways  and  automobiles.  Remains 
an  unsolved  problem. 

Railroad  and  Other  “Weeks.”  The  Association  was  ready  and 
willing  to  cooperate  with  sponsoring  groups.  We  arranged  for  first 
inspection  trip  of  our  industrial  district  by  special  train  when  guests 
at  “railroad  week”  luncheon  were  provided  with  “tickets”  for  a  ride 
in  air-conditioned  cars  on  a  very  hot  day  over  the  industrial  belt 
line  with  stops  at  the  Wabash  and  Illinois  Terminal  shops. 

Fire  Prevention.  In  cooperation  with  insurance  underwriters 
and  city  fire  department,  detailed  inspection  of  industrial  and  com¬ 
mercial  properties  was  made  to  discover  conditions.  Also  arranged 
for  meeting  to  hear  appropriate  message. 

Millikin  Extension  Courses.  Special  committee  recommended  a 
series  of  classes  and  brief  campaign  ended  with  an  enrollment  of 
more  than  100  in  courses  that  appealed  to  those  who  desired  to  im¬ 
prove  their  knowledge  of  subjects  offered.  It  was  an  unusual  effort 
to  make  Millikin  useful  to  the  employed  groups  of  the  community. 
One  of  the  by-products  of  this  effort  was  an  increased  interest  in 
vocational  education. 
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Shippers  Advisory  Service.  A  committee  kept  shippers  advised 
of  developments  in  the  transportation  field,  and  on  several  occasions, 
such  as  the  period  when  “pick  up  and  delivery  service”  was  under 
consideration,  the  service  was  encouraged.  We  also  brought  views 
of  shippers  to  the  attention  of  the  authorities  in  Springfield  and 
Washington. 

Safety-Traffic  Control.  These  subjects  received  much  considera¬ 
tion,  including  encouragement  for  the  formation  of  a  complete  safety 
program  as  a  part  of  the  city’s  activities.  Groundwork  has  been  laid 
for  intensive  campaign,  and  Association  has  accepted  assignment  of 
safety  program  for  commercial  vehicles. 

Meetings.  Association  meetings  included  one  to  hear  General 
Wood;  another  on  the  future  of  real  estate;  fire  prevention;  rail¬ 
road  transportation;  aviation;  in  addition  to  a  number  of  others 
concerning  smaller  groups,  and  those  thrown  open  by  service  clubs 
to  the  membership  of  the  Association.  The  Community  Lectures,  in 
their  second  season,  are  an  outgrowth  of  a  committee  activity  started 
by  the  Association  to  provide  more  meetings.  * 

Briefly  Stated.  Little  known  is  the  fact  that  a  special  committee 
is  responsible  for  the  issuance  of  “Association  of  Commerce  weight 
certificates”  recognized  by  the  grain  trade  and  the  railroads  as  “offi¬ 
cial”  because  of  the  supervision  given.  Association  keeps  alert  by 
representation  at  state  and  national  meetings,  as  well  as  local  affairs. 
Decatur  High  School  state  basketball  champions  and  their  Coach 
Kintner  were  given  a  plaque  for  the  trophy  case  given  by  the  Asso¬ 
ciation  several  years  ago  in  recognition  of  another  championship 
team. 
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J.  J.  Maloney,  President 
C.  H.  Logan,  First  Vice-President 
R.  M.  Black,  Second  Vice-President 
William  Barnes,  Jr.,  Treasurer 
Henry  H.  Bolz,  Secretary 
Royal  B.  McClelland,  Assistant  Secretary 


HE  OF  T«F 

■EB  9-1937 
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DIRECTORS: — Dr.  H.  S.  Alsip,  R.  S.  Bass,  H.  L.  Bering,  R.  J. 

Dnnning,  J.  R.  Fitzgerald,  Lynn  H.  Gebhart,  J.  C.  Hostetler, 

E.  T.  Kirkland,  H.  L.  Roth,  Fao  Wait,  T.  G.  Wells,  B.  C.  Whit- 
sitt,  E.  M.  Woare,  *Orval  Diehl,  *Dr.  L.  H.  Dodd,  *Geo.  F. 

Hess,  *Robert  H.  Mueller.  *Terms  expired  December  1936. 

- ♦ - 

“A  city  like  Decatur  is  fortunate  in  having  a  group  of  men  like 
the  Association  of  Commerce  interested  in  its  total  welfare  and  will¬ 
ing  to  plan  and  work  for  such  ends.  I  congratulate  Decatur  and 
your  Association  of  Commerce  upon  the  results  achieved  to  date.9* 

— From  a  letter  by  M.  H.  Bickham,  administrative  assistant  for  labor  relations  of 
the  WPA  for  Illinois,  commenting  on  a  newspaper  review  of  recent  activities, 
some  of  which  were  familiar  to  Mr.  Bickham  because  of  several  years  acquaintance 
with  the  Association’s  program  and  efforts. 
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